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MEET INDIANA LAW’S 
NEW DEAN, 
AUSTEN L. PARRISH
Austen L. Parrish joined the Maurer School of Law on January 1, 2014 as dean 
and James H. Rudy Professor of Law. He met recently with ergo editor Ken Turchi, JD’83, 














































3	 Chairs: Patricia McDougall-Covin,	William	L.	Haeberle	Professor	of	Entrepreneurship,	



























3	 Kellie	Rockel,	JD’13,	editor-in-chief,	Indiana Journal of Global Legal Studies,	and	elected	
	 member	of	the	Student	Bar	Association
3	 Justice	Loretta	Rush,	JD’83,	Indiana	Supreme	Court
3	 Ryan	Scott,	associate	professor	of	law
3	 Laura	Song,	law	student
3	 Deborah	Widiss,	associate	professor	of	law
3	 Judge	John	Tinder,	JD’75,	U.S.	Court	of	Appeals	for	the	Seventh	Circuit
Julia Lamber
interest,	and	in	the	smaller	and	mid-size	firms	that	form	
the	legal	backbone	of	Indiana,	that	day	after	day	make	
a	real	difference	in	the	lives	of	everyday	people.	These	
other	jobs	are	not	talked	about	in	the	national	press	
as	much,	and	may	not	seem	as	flashy	as	those	on	Wall	
Street,	but	they	are	much	more	important	for	so	many	
of	us.	I’m	proud	of	the	impact	that	Maurer	graduates	
have	in	Indiana	and	beyond.
But	to	answer	your	question	more	directly,	we	have	
some	specific	initiatives	in	the	works	and	the	Maurer	
community	can	expect	to	hear	more	in	the	coming	
months.	We	hope	to	expand	the	number	of	large	firms	
interviewing	our	students,	and	also	create	greater	
opportunities	in	business	and	other	areas.	We	have	a	
terrific	office	of	career	and	professional	development	
with	an	experienced,	newly	hired	assistant	dean	who	
has	a	lot	of	energy	and	creative	ideas.	He	and	I	will	also	
work	closely	with	our	alumni	relations	office	and	our	
alumni	throughout	the	country	to	help	students	hone	
their	interviewing	and	networking	skills	—	and,	we	
hope,	to	help	mentor	them.	I	know	of	very	few	people	
who	are	truly	self-made.	It’s	time	for	us	to	look	after	
the	IU-Bloomington	family	first,	and	ensure	that	the	
school	and	our	more	than	11,000	alumni,	working	
together,	provide	this	generation	of	new	graduates	the	
resources,	support	and	guidance	they	need	to	succeed.
The	reality	is	it’s	tough	out	there.	Our	students	aren’t	
naive;	they	understand	that	—	they	know	they	need	to	
hustle	and	that	plum	positions	won’t	just	be	handed	
to	them	on	a	silver	platter.	Of	course,	that’s	always	
been	true.	Even	in	good	times,	our	students	have	never	
walked	around	with	a	false	sense	of	entitlement.	Our	
students	also	don’t	blame	us	for	the	economic	downturn	
and	the	challenges	in	the	law	firm	market	that	are	out	
of	our	control.	But	they	want	us	to	fight	for	them,	to	do	
all	we	can	to	aggressively	open	doors,	and	to	have	their	
backs	when	they	need	us	most.	That’s	a	fight	I’m
happy	to	jump	in	on,	and	lend	my	hand	as	dean	to	
helping	our	students	begin	their	professional	careers	in	
the	best	way	possible.	My	background	and	experience	
should	be	helpful	with	this,	and	my	goal	is	to	make	an	
impact	quickly.
KT:	What’s	it	like	moving	to	Bloomington	from	sunny	
Southern	California	in	the	middle	of	winter?
AP:	I’m	a	hearty	Canadian,	so	this	is	nothing	(although	
I	must	admit,	the	minus-30	degree	temperatures	
with	wind	chill	last	week	were	a	little	much!).	And		
Bloomington	is	a	great	town	with	a	beautiful	campus.	
My	family	won’t	be	joining	me	here	until	after	school’s	
out	in	the	summer,	so	I	will	have	plenty	of	time	to	get	
to	know	the	campus	and	the	Maurer	community,	
while	visiting	with	alumni	and	friends	of	the	school	
throughout	the	country.
